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b 1058

Mr. MEEKS of New York changed his
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’

Mr. MCINNIS changed his vote from
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So the Journal was approved.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.

f

b 1100

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. ARMEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, this is to
advise the Members of the schedule for

the rest of the day and the remainder
of the week.

Obviously, we are all very excited.
We are very pleased about what we did
in this Chamber last night with respect
to the education of our children. We
have an opportunity now, in the final
moments of completing a conference
report on a tax reduction that is an-
ticipated by the whole Nation, for
which we have a commitment by both
bodies and the White House, to get that
work done this weekend. The Members,
of course, are anxious about their own
plans with respect to their pending Dis-
trict Work Period time with their con-
stituents and with their families. So
let me tell you what I can tell you now.

We will soon be reconvening the con-
ference between our body and the other
body. It is, of course, all of our hopes
that that can go smoothly and expedi-
tiously, but one can never know. So as
it is now, I will be returning to that
conference, we will be keeping the
Members as posted as we can, as timely
as we have any information that might
be helpful to you in making your plans.
We will get that out to you through
our whip notices or otherwise.

It would be my effort to come back
to this floor at 5 o’clock with another
update, so that at least if we do not
have any definitive information before
then, you can get some information at
that time about what it is we hope to
do. Members should be advised, I think
as of now, definitely there will be no
votes before 7 o’clock tonight. If things
go well, it is possible we could return
and complete the work on the tax bill
this evening. If it is not done this
evening, we will get that information
to you as quickly as possible and then
we would find ourselves looking for and
hoping for a chance to complete the
work tomorrow.

I would hope, as you all do, that we
could do that tomorrow, but we have
been through these things before and it
is a very big bill. There are many Mem-
bers in both bodies that have heartfelt
interests in the bill. The conference
could, in fact, take some time to work
all those things out.

So what I would ask the Members to
do is, one, be of good cheer. We are
doing something important for the Na-
tion. It is difficult, but we are called
upon in this body at times to make dif-
ficult personal sacrifices.

We will go to the conference, com-
mence with the conference, move as
quickly as we can and keep you as well
informed as possible. But I can say now
you will not expect a vote in this
Chamber before 7 o’clock. We will get
you updated information by 5 o’clock
and you ought to be prepared to re-
main.

Let me just make the point that it is
very clearly the intention of this body
and of the other body to not adjourn
for the Memorial Day District Work
Period until this work is done, the con-
ference is completed in both bodies and
sent to the President. So that could
mean we would be here throughout the

weekend. I do not believe it will come
to that, but we obviously all need to be
prepared for that possibility.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, will the
distinguished majority leader yield?

Mr. ARMEY. I am happy to yield to
the gentleman from New York.

Mr. RANGEL. When the majority
leader refers to the conference, is he
talking about the conference that the
Speaker selected, you, me, and my
chairman, to attend?

Mr. ARMEY. I believe, obviously, I
am referring to the conference that
was appointed in both bodies to con-
sider the final disposition of the reduc-
tion in taxes.

Mr. RANGEL. Will the majority lead-
er yield further?

Mr. ARMEY. I am happy to yield to
the gentleman.

Mr. RANGEL. So when you are talk-
ing about the conference, that includes
me?

Mr. ARMEY. I believe the gentleman
from New York was appointed from the
Chair just yesterday.

Mr. RANGEL. Will the majority lead-
er yield further?

Mr. ARMEY. I am happy to yield to
the gentleman from New York.

Mr. RANGEL. Then last night, the
meeting that took place as relates to
the Senate and House bill, we would
not call that a conference, now, would
we?

Mr. ARMEY. We would call that a
meeting where we hoped to get things
done. And, obviously, when it becomes
time to complete the work, there will
be, I am sure, some formal meeting of
the conferees, their signatures will be
attached, it will be announced to the
body, and we will be happy to come
back here and make our votes in favor
of it and move on to go home and cele-
brate our good deeds with our constitu-
ents back home.

Mr. RANGEL. If the gentleman will
yield further, I am just trying to clear
up when we are having conferences
with Republicans and when we are hav-
ing conferences as designated by the
Speaker, because since you do not in-
tend to really tell us what is going on
as a body until 5 o’clock, if the legisla-
tive conference is going to take place
at 5 o’clock, then I would like to know
while you have your conferences lead-
ing up to that.

Mr. ARMEY. I thank the gentleman
for his comments.

Mr. RANGEL. Well, you did not an-
swer, though.

f

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LAHOOD). Pursuant to clause 12 of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

f

b 1701

AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House

was called to order by the Speaker pro
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tempore (Mr. LAHOOD) at 5 o’clock and
1 minute p.m.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 107–80) on the
resolution (H. Res. 149) waiving a re-
quirement of clause 6(a) of rule XIII
with respect to consideration of certain
resolutions reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 107–81) on the
resolution (H. Res. 150) waiving a re-
quirement of clause 6(a) of rule XIII
with respect to consideration of certain
resolutions reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

f

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. ARMEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, let me
say, first of all, the discussions on the
very important tax reduction bill that
the Nation is so excited about are con-
tinuing.

Members should be advised, Mr.
Speaker, that we would expect no votes
on the floor of the House before 4 p.m.
tomorrow. Members should be here
ready to vote by 4 p.m. in the after-
noon tomorrow.

Members should be prepared, when
they present themselves here at 4 p.m.,
to remain here in town available for
votes throughout the evening and
throughout Saturday. Hopefully, it will
not be necessary beyond that, but
Members should return for those votes
and be prepared to stay here in town to
complete the work through the remain-
der of the day, the evening and through
Saturday.

Mr. Speaker, I would encourage
Members if they are planning on trav-
eling at all, if they are planning on
taking a short jaunt back home, and I
hope they can, that they check with
the Whip’s office or with the cloak-
room so that we are able to notify you.

In any event, we will be on the floor.
We will be doing business at 4 p.m. to-
morrow, and it is the intention of the
House and the other body for us to then
continue the work until it is completed
in both bodies throughout whatever pe-

riod of time after 4 p.m. tomorrow it
takes to complete the work.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Mem-
bers for their cooperation and, I might
add, their good humor. These are dif-
ficult times. We all have important
things we would like to do back home
that we have been planning to do at
home. We have, of course, time with
our family that is so important to all
of us.

The Members on this occasion are
being called upon to do, as it were,
extra, difficult work, extra, difficult
hours, the reward being, of course, to
all the tax-paying constituents in their
district.

Mr. Speaker, I, for one, would like to
just appreciate everybody for their
good humor and their good work.

f

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
f

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, May 24, 2001.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted to Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 24, 2001 at 2:58 p.m.

That the Senate passed with amendments
H.R. 8801.

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,

JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

f

VETERANS OPPORTUNITIES ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker’s table the bill
(H.R. 801) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve programs of
educational assistance, to expand pro-
grams of transition assistance and out-
reach to departing servicemembers,
veterans, and dependents, to increase
burial benefits, to provide for family
coverage under Servicemembers’ Group
Life Insurance, and for other purposes,
with Senate amendments thereto, and
concur in the Senate amendments.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The Clerk read the Senate amend-

ments, as follows:
Senate amendments:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Veterans’ Survivor Benefits Improvements
Act of 2001’’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States

Code.
Sec. 3. Eligibility for benefits under CHAMPVA

for veterans’ survivors who are el-
igible for hospital insurance bene-
fits under the medicare program.

Sec. 4. Family coverage under Servicemembers’
Group Life Insurance.

Sec. 5. Retroactive applicability of increase in
maximum SGLI benefit for mem-
bers dying in performance of duty
on or after October 1, 2000.

Sec. 6. Expansion of outreach efforts to eligible
dependents.

Sec. 7. Technical amendments to the Mont-
gomery GI Bill statute.

Sec. 8. Miscellaneous technical amendments.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED

STATES CODE.
Except as otherwise expressly provided, when-

ever in this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or repeal
of, a section or other provision, the reference
shall be considered to be made to a section or
other provision of title 38, United States Code.
SEC. 3. ELIGIBILITY FOR BENEFITS UNDER

CHAMPVA FOR VETERANS’ SUR-
VIVORS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE FOR
HOSPITAL INSURANCE BENEFITS
UNDER THE MEDICARE PROGRAM.

Subsection (d) of section 1713 is amended to
read as follows:

‘‘(d)(1)(A) An individual otherwise eligible for
medical care under this section who is also enti-
tled to hospital insurance benefits under part A
of the medicare program is eligible for medical
care under this section only if the individual is
also enrolled in the supplementary medical in-
surance program under part B of the medicare
program.

‘‘(B) The limitation in subparagraph (A) does
not apply to an individual who—

‘‘(i) has attained 65 years of age as of the date
of the enactment of the Veterans’ Survivor Ben-
efits Improvements Act of 2001; and

‘‘(ii) is not enrolled in the supplementary med-
ical insurance program under part B of the
medicare program as of that date.

‘‘(2) Subject to paragraph (3), if an individual
described in paragraph (1) receives medical care
for which payment may be made under both this
section and the medicare program, the amount
payable for such medical care under this section
shall be the amount by which (A) the costs for
such medical care exceed (B) the sum of—

‘‘(i) the amount payable for such medical care
under the medicare program; and

‘‘(ii) the total amount paid or payable for
such medical care by third party payers other
than the medicare program.

‘‘(3) The amount payable under this sub-
section for medical care may not exceed the total
amount that would be paid under subsection (b)
if payment for such medical care were made
solely under subsection (b).

‘‘(4) In this paragraph:
‘‘(A) The term ‘medicare program’ means the

program of health insurance administered by
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
under title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395 et seq.).

‘‘(B) The term ‘third party’ has the meaning
given that term in section 1729(i)(3) of this
title.’’.
SEC. 4. FAMILY COVERAGE UNDER

SERVICEMEMBERS’ GROUP LIFE IN-
SURANCE.

(a) INSURABLE DEPENDENTS.—(1) Section 1965
is amended by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:
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